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During the Summer months, it increases by leaps and bouhds,

Our trensportation is by Amphibian, 15 minutes to Long Beach, or

by United Air Lines, same tige, or by Steamer, which takes 2 hours,
you can guess which method we use when we go te the mainland,

As T understand it, this Island was discovered in about 1500, by a
Spaniard by the name of Cabrille, we had Indians on this Island
but do not know whether they were here before that or not, I presume
we kicked them off like we did in other cases, incidentally, there
are still rehains of their activities here, Indian burial grounds,
broken crockery, arrow head points, etc. Then During the last War

1t was quite a place for the Army, we still have thelr buildings
over on the Windward side of the Island, underground Radar installat-
ions, look-out towers, etc, Of course nothing now but their Camp,
which they ably named CAMP CACTUS, the other instellations are still
here but of course vacated,

On the Island there are about 100 head of Buffalo---it seems a while
back some movie company brot a few over to make pictures and left
them---the result, about 100 now, which we run into once in awhile,
then we have about 30,000 head of goats, wild pigs, deer, etc,

In answering your question about how Catalins got its name, this

I cannot answer, probably Catalina means something in Spanish that
our buddy Cabrillo liked.

K B I G went on the air in June 1952, In answer to your question,
regarding an early morning frequency check--we do not have this, as
our frequency is checked in Long Beach while we are on the air

during the day.
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Now a little about the station in case youre interested, We are
located about 5 miles "up the hill" from Avalcn, all in second gear
and at an elevation of about 1800 feet, stepping out to the road,
which is about 200 yards from the station, we can look across the
Paciflc and see the mainland, at night, we can see (weather
permitting) each little town as we scan the coastline,

We have what we call Island power (which is very crummy) and we
also have two 75KVA diesels which we use exclusiveRy, we run one of
them ohe week, the other one the next and so on,

The bullding we are housed in is built on a rather Ranch style, to
fit in with the terrain, its concrete, very modern in every respect,
We have the transmitter room, announce booth, work shop, office,
store room, hot and cold shower, and kitchen, We have our own
electric water heater, refrigerator, and hot plate, The kitchen is
a little better looking than the one at my home, So you see they
have provided for us in a great way., Each man has his own jeep, to
come and go to work, and to use while off duty, There isnt much to
do when youre off, but we have picnics and go out across the hills
to the other side of the Island, etc, so it does make a lot of fun
and certainly breaks the monotony. I forgot to tell you, the Island
is about 7 miles wide and 22 miles long, so you see there is quite
a bit of territory to "explore#, every time you go out--you see
something different,

Our antenna system is a three tower affair, the bulk of the signal
goes EAST, which would favor you, however we do have verification
of being heard in New Zealand several times, which in my opinion,
is more or less of a freak, I believe as far as the States are

concerned, NEW YORK 1is the best DX,
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I neglected to tell you L9 per., cent of our programs come from
Hollywood, the rest originate from Avalon (this is FCC rules).

Well I guess thats about all for this "book" and I do hope you get
some useful information from it,

One thing I forgot to mention was the Summer activity: The steamers
capacity is 2000, we have one arrival a day and during the Summer

I might add, its loaded, in addition to the two plane services, which
amounts to about 250 extra, The city? is a-buzz anytime of the night,
early morning or day during the summer, When I came up thls moening
about 900AM, i counted the people on the street, i counted up to

the exciting figure of FOUR! You see the merchants do not open till
around 1000AM during the Winter, they close at 600PM so if you want
a quart of Ice Cream for a gathering in the evening, youd better get
it before 600PM or youre out of luck, You cannot get anything like
this, except food from restraunts--after 600PM,

Well I guess I have answered a lot of your questions and probably a
lot more which may or may not be interesting, except our hours of
operation; we operate on DAYTIME hours only, at the present time

we are on from 600AM to 600PM, next month its from 530AM to 630PM

80 you see with three of us here, we do not hurt ourselves as far as
a }}0 hour week is concerned, the hours for the engineers averages
about 3l per, week,

If you are interested and if you will remind me in a couple of weeks
I would be most happy to send you a few snap shots for your records,

Thank you for your interest and continued good luck in your "hunting".

C. ® ! ;
CHH/vw Engineering/Supervisor.



