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AM Switch 
Status chanJ!es in AM stations 

1™ QJANGES 
Old call: New call: 
1180 WMLX KY Florence WBND* 

WWWF 
that set aside 

1400 WXBX NY Buffalo 
first requested WLLO but had 

APPLICATIONS/GRANTS FOR NEW STATIONS 
None 

APPLICATIONS .El!&l!!. EXISTING FACILITIES 
540 WWCS PA Canonsburg: reduce day power to 5000 watts 

(to facilitate change in antenna pattern) 
870 KIEV CA Glendale: powers to 20000/3000 watts 

1210 KUBR TX San Juan: night power to 5000 watts 
1310 WBFD PA Bedford: reduce power to 2500 watts 
1380 WYSH TN Clinton: night power to 250 watts 

EXISTING FACILITIES 
1180 WHJM TN Knoxville: add night power of 1 (one) watt 

antenna to Ul 

orn:ERNESS 
580 K7MX 

870 WGTL 

910 WGBI 

1120 WBNM 
1160 WClO 

1170 WARW 

1360 WLCM 

SD 

NC 

PA 

GA 
MI 

NY 

SC 

Hot Springs: station became SILENT in February, 
telephone seems to be disconnected 
Salisbury: station is SILENT, property where 
station was located has been sold, no word in the 
local media as to if or when they might return 
Scranton: station now carries programning from 
WILK-980 Wilkes Barre, PA. 
Gordon: station is SILENT 
Fenton: silent station has new owners and is 
expected to return to the air 
Cornwall-on-Hudson: silent station is ON 'IllE AIR 
and is now rebroadcasting WRWD 107.3 Highland, NY 
Lancaster: reporter Jeff Multer in Charlotte 
confinns that this station is gone for good, all 
equipment and land was sold at auction last year. 
Jeff notes that the phone ntDDber still works • • • • • • 
if you want to make reservations at the Lancaster 
Best Western, that is. This mystery seems solved. 

1450 l<1.IHT TX Marshall: station is SILENT pending sale 
1480 KYNN NE Lincoln: we think we have this unraveled, it 

seems KFMQ changed calls to KYNN. This call 
change was reported in the Qoaha Herald but we 
have yet to see it from the FCC. Shortly after 
the call was changed the station went SILENT and 
appears to remain so today. In issue 20 we had 
reported the station was back on the air. The 
confusion came about when we received the report 
of the station operating with new calls AFTER we 
got the report that it was silent, thus assuming 
it was back on. Seems now the post office sent 
the call change report on one of those famous 
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Domestic DX Digest 
North: Bill Hale 
495 Cn:ckvicw Drive - Meridian, ID 83642-3241 

South: Duncan Shaw 
2618 Ellendale Place, # 3 · Los Angeles, CA 90007 

East: Dave Braun 
11 MUI Bend Acres · Wyoming, DE 19934-9523 

DX Catches in the U. S. and Canada, with 24-hr. ELT -----
DDXD North 

... I MEDIUM WAVE- I 
• A BIG DDXD-N Welcome goes out to Michael Scott Paul of Minneapolis, Minnesota. K.ccp 

those great reports coming in, Michael. Glad to have you aboard!! 
• Have been outta town all week, and am catching all th.csc reports at oooc on Saturday Morning. 

Whew! 
• Thia is the last weekly issue for the Volume Year. I hear some applause and some relief. So, 

once again, here arc the dcadlioes for DDXD-N: 
Issue 25 . . . . . . . . . . Apr 17 Issue 28 . . . . . . . . . . . Jul 10 
Issue 26 ...... .. . . May 15 Issue 29 . . . . . . . . . . . Aug 7 
Issue 27 .. .... ... .. Jun 12 Issue 30 . .. . ... ... .. Sep 4 

All Saturdays. 
• Reports arc welcome via mail, phone (208-888-7398 before 2100 Mountain Time), Prodigy 

(MTFH12A) or the Broadcast Message area on Fido-Net 
• Who said you don't get anything for free anymore? For th03C of you who would like them, I 

will aeod eight FRBB oewly-<lcsigocd but kinda-<:opied (based on those used by Shawn 
Axelrod) DDXD Reporting sheets for (here's the catch) a legal-si7.ed SASE (2 ounoc rate) M1h 
your next report It's my way of saying thanks to my reporters, and at the same time 
attempting to sta.odardiu: the way loggingll arc reported. Give 'cm a try. If you don't like 
them, don't use them. 

• Morris Sormaen points out that I made some big mistakes in Issue 16. I inwmictly gave him 
ettdit for several loggings whicli wcicn't his (Special 880 cspcc;ially, listing CKLW on this 
clianoel). I have since thrown out those letters, so can't correct the and the reporter 
listed this as printed. I remember typing that and thought it was odd, but went ahead with iL 
So, if the mystery DXcr will step up, we'll straighten things out Sorry about the boo-boo. I 
had just changed some macro keys (shortcuts) around, and MS-ON wa.s one of them. So I'll 
blame it on that . .. and be more careful. 

• DX TIPll Don't forget. Thia next Sunday we set the 6 ahead for Daylight Time. And 
sometimes we can catch some of the sleepy-eyed part-timers or automation timers flat-footed in 
respect to power/pattern switches. So be aware early Sunday morning and later at LSS. 

I SPECIAL I 
580 KZMX SD Hot Springa - Noted back on air 3/9 with a country format (BM-SD) 

CK.WW ON Windsor - 3/1 1400-1600 -With NOS/BBD on Tbt: Jim DaYis and Don 
Aleem ahowa from the old CKLW. Now uses the slogan Memories 580. 
Windsor Spjtfirt$ OHL hockey games did D.l21 go with the news/talk format to 
800. (J'S-Ml) 

800 CKLW ON Windsor - Format change effective 3/1 at midnight, following Rt:al 
Radio, the last NOS show. CHR/AC music with promos for the new talk shows 
from midnight to 0500, followed by the Ed and Kelly Momins Show. (J'S-Ml) 





G I 0800 TO 1600 HOURS ELT I 
590 KBZK IL Wood River - 3/2 1245 - Good with oldies. New. (TR-ILi) 
620 KSTR CO Grand Junction - 3/8 0835-0841 - In strong with news, weather, 

comments on the news and agri report .. . oo News Talk Radio AM 620 KSTR. 
Report senl (BM.SD) 

790 WltMS lL Beardatown - 3/2 1243 - Fair with oldies. New. (TR-ILi) 
900 WFRO OH Premont - 3/2 0815-0845 - Good with local WFDF off. AC music and 

Swap Shop at 0830. A regular south of town, but usually lost in WFDF splash 
north of Oxford and Brighton. (TS-MI) 

920 WOKY WI Milwaukee - 3/1 0845-0930 - Weak, but there with BBD music. Local 
WPDF off for most of morning. Usually heard WC3t of Owosso in the daytime, 
but buried by WPDF to the east. (TS-MI) 

1260 WIBV IL Belleville - 3/2 1230 - Fair with WTBV News with itans on mayoral 
primary that day, weather forecast mentioning fog'* Rush J.jmbanah (TR-ILi) 

1400 WDWS IL Champaign - 3/2 1240 - Fair with something about a sticker system for 
garbage. (TR-ILi) 

1480 KSDR SD Watertown - 3/6 0805 - Good with On Wat.ertown'.s oldies staJion, 
K.SDR. Not AC anymore. (SA-MB) 

( j I I r fl'\ 1600 TO 2400 HOURS ELT 
KABA 1500 AM j J- _ . 
Alamo Navajo Public Radio 

550 KUSA MO St. Louis - 3/2 1823 - With ad for Southwi;;itcrn Be!! Mobile Syst.ctm. 
(TR-'twecn McLean & Bloomington, IL) 

630 KTKK UT Salt Lake City - 3/4 2019-2025 - With talk show. Fair, but fading. 
!st-timer. Report scnl (BM-SD) 

790 WLSV NY Wclbville - 2/13 1753 - Fair *good with C&W music, ID at 1754 83 
AM 7510 WZSV Wc/lsville and at 1759 as WZSV, the home of (I) in Wc/lsvillc. 
(MS-ON) 

870 WWL LA New Orleans - 3/2 2123 - Good with talk about possible role of mafia 
in JFK usassjnation. (TR-Joliet, IL) 

970 WMA Y IL Springfidd - 3/2 1927 - Fair with oldies. (TR-near Atlanta, IL) 
980 KOK.A LA Shreveport - 3/6 2115-2125 - Heard their slogan AU Gospc/ !18, gospel 

music, an ad for Then a taped message from someone who said they 
worked for WNDC Radio 91 in Baton Rouge, but when they were in the 
Shreveport area they always listened to KOKA. Wonder if they were using day 
power, 83 the signal was very strong for 79 watts. ht-timer. (JB.. WI) [Another 
case of forgetting to hit the switch. But a logging is a logging - Ed.) 

1000 CFLP PQ R.imonski - 2127 1757 - Poor, mixing with WLUP & CFRB splatter. 
Playing traditional Quebecois fiddle music and other instrumentals. FF ads, 
news at 1800. (MS-ON) 

1040 WHO IA Dea Moinca - 3/2 2220 - Good with Micbiaan vs lmY.a b83ketball (TR-
t.board Amtrack in rt, IL) 

1060 KI.MO CO Lonpont - 3/8 1915-1930 - Weak with sports program (under unID), 
including local high school sports. Denver weather at 1924. (MSP-MN) 

WNOB LA New Orlcam - 3/8 1847-1850 - Very strong with C&W including Tum 
L.Hall usually blocked by Pipestone, MN during the day and Philly at 
night, so it's a new logging. #407 from MN in 2 years. (MSP-MN) 

WHFB Ml Benton Harbor - 3/8 1840-1845 - With PSAs and sign-<>ff at 1844." I 
have got.ten this in Chicago, but never before from Minneapolis. (MSP-MN) 

1090 K.YBG CO Aurora - 3/8 1955-2000 - Under superpain KAAY (does anyone 
remember Bleeker Stroefl How arc the mighty fallen!) with ad for The Mirqc 
sports bar in Littleton. Not your tramtiooal sports establishmcat. (MSP-MN) 

1110 KFAB NB Oma.ha - 2124 1815 - Good with weather for Ncbr83ka & Iowa, detailed 
forecast for Omaha & Council Bluffs, 13" OBic:iaOy in Omaha at this hour. La.st 
heard 21261911 (MS-ON) [Just like the plague, huh - Ed.] 
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DDXD-East 
The {A);t11iuf'fiiii1t,, NEWS AND VIEWS 

Perry Crabill called with some information on Radio West. Their address is Radio West, 850 Anns 
Way Drive, Vista, California, 92083. Phone number is (619)726-3910. This information was from a 
catalog he received. Perry also mentioned that they said they were just coming out with a 50-inch box 
loop, and he had requested some information from them on that item. Thanks for the info, Perry! 

Welcome to Frank Wheeler for the first time since I became editor. Good to hear from you! 
I have included some miscellaneous schedule and network items noted on a recent trip to Virginia 

Beach. Nothing extraordinary, but hopefully they can help somebody with some of these stations. 
Due to the snowstorm on 3/13 we did not get mail that day, and this is being mailed on 3116. Five 

of these reports were received on 3/15. Upcoming deadlines: #24 - April 3, #25 - April 17, #26 - May 
15. Thank you all for the great support of this column this season! 

940 WKGM 

1010 WPMH 

1050 WCMS 
1200 WKOX 

1320 WICO 
1370 WALK 
1420 WXGM 
1530 WJDM 

WRTP 
1600 WINX 

640 WWJZ 

WWJZ 

WWJZ 

WWJZ 

740 WVCH 

WVCH 

WVCH 

830 KBOA 

KBOA 

WKTX 

1150 KWKY 

SPECIAL 
VA Smithfield - 317 - Not on after 0000, was noted earlier in the evening with 
programs such as Na1io11a/ Vanguard, presumed sign off at 0000. (DB-VA) 
VA Portsmouth - 317 - Not on after 0000, was noted earlier in the evening, 
presumed sign off at 0000. (DB-VA) 
VA Norfolk - 317 - Noted nil night //FM as in log, 24 hours. (DB-VA) 
MA Framingham - Now simulcasting FM WCLB-105.7 "Boston's Country Club" 
with CW format except local news during morning drive time and when carrying 
Celtics basketball or Bruins hockey via fl agship WEEl-590. Sorry to see this happen 
to a station that, for many years, was the voice of its community. (MD-MA) 
MD Salisbury - 3/8 1300 - Noted with Ai news. (DB-DE) 
NY East Patchogue - 3/6 1230 - Noted with JDs as "FM-97.5". (DB-VA) 
VA Gloucester - 3/6 1130 - IDs as • Extra-99. I •, AC format. (DB-VA) 
NJ Elizabeth - 3/4 - Noted back on regular schedule, after having been off almost 
a month due to a fire at transmiuer site . 317 noted leaving carrier on all night. 
Following night as well. FCC, are you listening? (BH-NJ) 
NC Chapel Hill - 3/6 1200 - Noted with USA news. (DB-VA) 
MD Rockville - Will be adjusting format to "Uptempo Oldies" from the 50's and 
60's per a phone call from my brother. (DB-DE) 

DX TESTS 
NJ Mount Holly - 3/1 0002 - Poor in Toronto null with review of WWJZ history, 
had to go to bed immediately. (JR-NY) 
NJ Mount Holly - 3/ 1 0000-01 00 - Heard poorly/intermittently thru CHOG QRM, 
mai nly with CIDs. Made out occasional VID. (AR-ON) 
NJ Mount Holly - 3/1 0000 - Poor to good. Lotsa WMAL splash. Still running 
when I went ZZZZ around 0130. (BG-DC) 
NJ Mount Holly - 3/1 0001-0058 - Atop channel with various musical selections, 
morse code and lengthy discussions on station history and technical setup. Couldn't 
go omni-directional as planned because of muddy grounds al transmitter site. (BH-NJ) 
PA Chester - 3/8 0241 - Fair with ID "You' re listening to WVCH AM Chester-
Philadelphia and WDEE(?) FM Cherry Grove' followed by What ls Prayer and test 
tone alternating in pitch, in CHCM null. (BC-NH) _ 
PA C hester - 3/8 0231-0303 - Poor/weak, intermittent reception, mainly of CIDs. 
Occasional TT and vocal IDs. (AR-ON) 
PA Chester - 3/8 0230-0315- Poor to fair with CW and tones. QRM from KTRH, 
KRMG and WCPT splash. Brief phone conversation with DS-DE during test. (BG-
DC) 
MO Kennett - 2/22 0102-0142 - Good, over WCCO at times with voice IDs, morse 
code, march music. (BH-NJ) 
MO Kennett - 2122 0100-01 23 - Test strong for first IO minutes, overpowering 
WCCO, then began to fade at 0100, fading out at 0123, overpowered by WCCO. 
KBOA wasn't heard anymore. Sent report same day and received a nice verie card 
in 8 da_ys. Station received No. 2654. (FW-PA) 
OH Cortland - 3/1 0100-0133 - Atop channel, remarkably strong, with voice ID, 
morse code, and march music. (BH-NJ) 
IA Des Moines - 3/15 0100+ - Nothing heard in partial WDEL null, other than 
presumed CKMO. (DB-DE) 





IO 
760 WVNEt 

780 CFDR 

810 WQIZ 

870 WQRX 
920 WHJJ 

1040 WMTX 

1060 WNOE 

WNOE 

1160 WSKW 

1200 WSML 

1240 WUOK 

1260 WBUD 

WBNR 

1320 WARA 
WLEE 

1340 WBRKt 

1360 WBOB 

1370 WELV 

1380 WFNW 
WNRI 

WSYB 

1400 WTSLt 
CJFPt 

1460 WIMX 
1490 WOLF 

1510 WPUT 

WPUT 

1520 WGAM 

1550 WARD 

1580 WSRF 
WOXR 

MA Leicester - 311 & 313 1800 - Likely the one atop WJR with REL to sign off 
announcement, but sign off buried by W JR both times. Sounded more like this call 
than WCHP, and geography, pattern favor this. Unneeded anyway. (RE-PA) 
(Probably, when I hear them it's usually after LSR here, and have never heard WCHP 
- db) 
NS Dartmouth - 2128 1758-1801 - Strong and alone on channel with CHR. (MO-
MA) 
SC St. George - 314 1720-31 - Clobbering WGY with GOS, promos, sign off. (RE-
PA) 
AL Valley Head - 315 1830 - "870 WQRX", calls on request line, fair. (ES-NJ) 
RI Providence - 3110 2000-2100- Poor. Celtics-76ers pregame/game. IDs sounded 
like 'WHJK' . (BG-DC) 
FL Pinellas Park - 314 2051 - All nlone with local ads, ' WMTX-FM Clearwater and 
WMTX-AM Pinellas Park' , ' Mix-96' slogans. (JR-NY) 
LA New Orleans - 2n 2305 - Unusually strong with 'Saturday Night Country on 
Mutual ". (JR-NY) 
LA New Orleans - 1700 - In almost everyday around this time on SSS. Usually 
pretty good . One of these days I'll be at home and catch it for a report instead of in 
the car. (BG-DC) 
ME Skowhegan - 2/ 13 1659 - Heard just before pattern shift with ID after NOS 
music and woman DJ, in WPlE null. First new one from Maine in a long time. (JR-
NY) 
NC Graham - 3/4 1825 - "Piedmont Evening News", ABC world news, in and out 
with WAGE-VA and WCHB-MI. (ES-NJ) 
MA West Yarmouth - 3/2 1645 - ' 1240 CNN, Cape Cod's only 24 hour news 
station." (ES-NJ) 
NJ Trenton - 2120 1714 - With ads and "Right here on your buddy, WBUD". (JR-
NY) 
NY Beacon - 2120 1716 - Hudson Valley weather , OLD, "The most music, WBNR'. 
(JR-NY) 
MA Attleboro - 3/2 1800 - "This is 1320, W ARA Attleboro-Pawtucket. " (ES-NJ) 
VA Richmond - 314 1755 - "Newstalk Radio 13, WLEE." (ES-NJ) 
MA Pittsfield - 219 1750 - Tentative with ad for Virgilio Construction, western 
Mass. mentions. (JR-NY) 
VA Galax - 215 1607 - Tuned into late sign off announcement mentioning 5000 
watts, calls, SSB sung by woman. (JR-NY) 
NY E llenviUe - 211 1 1605 - Strong under WXXJ with "K-Lite 99.3 ' calls (I was 20 
miles west of Rochester in the car), also brief moments of WKMZ. (JR-NY) 
CT Naugatuck - 2/12 1720- Portuguese talk, call TD, pattern shift at 1732. (JR-NY) 
RI Woonsocket - 2112 1738 - Call-in show, local restaurant ad. Are they late with 
their pattern shift? (JR-NY) 
VT Rutland - 2112 1705 - Good in WXXl- 1370 null with NBC news, local weather 
and ID. Vermont #4 in 17 years! (JR-NY) 
NH Hanover - 2118 1920 - In brief with ad for White River Junction, VT. (JR-NY) 
PQ Riviere du Loup - 2110 2 127 - Very strange with what sounded like traditional 
Jewish string music and French announcements. Only caught first two letters in call 
ID. (JR-NY) 
PA Harrisburg - 311 1725 - Into Barry Farber Show. (ES-NJ) 
NY Syracuse - 2120 1641-1657 - Mostly atop the crowd with UC music, DJ with 
•AM 14-90 WOLF ' IDs, local ads, including concert with Ice Cube and the Lynch 
Mob. (BH-NJ) 
NY Brewster - 2127 1725 - "Putnam Country - 1310 WPUT", CW music, "Nonstop 
country hits". (ES-NJ) 
NY Brewster - 2127 1725 - In with country music, "Putnam Country PUT". (JR-NY) 
(I had to check twice myself, but yes, both of these were the e xact same time! - db) 
MA Greenfield - 3/ 1 1745 - ' Greenfield's Great 1520", 'WGAM 1520, Greenfield, 
Adult AM Radio" , ABC news at 1800. (ES-NJ) 
PA Pittston - 2127 1700 - WARD polka weekend with, guess what, polka music. 
(ES-NJ) 
FL Fort Lauderdale - 314 1935 - Jamaican DJ and reggae, call ID. (JR-NY) 
MS Oxford - 3/4 1905-1941 - C BJ in late tonight, WOXR noted with NOS format, 
' WOXR spells good music". (JR-NY) 
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International Jim Renfrew 

DX Digest 61 Wilcox Street 

Fot'eign DX Catches. 
Rochester, NY 14607-3832 

Tnnes are UIC;for ELT, subtract 5 hrs. -----
Well, it's Tuesday morning, a day past my 

usual day to send the column to Topeka, and I 
just got back from the Dominican Republic 1080 
late last night, but I have some reports on 
hand and will send it via priority mail today. 
(Arrived Friday! -pis) Th e results of my 
Caribbean listening will have to wait a week. j 

Irv\ 
PAN-AMERICAN DX 

670 CUBA R. Rebelde, Arroyo Arenas, 3/8 
0525 - Interviewing a local musician 1170 
and playing orchestral /jazz music, 
strong over WMAQ, parallel 3365 
kHz. [BC-NHJ 

700 JAMAICA JBC R. 1, Montego Bay, 3/8 
0550 - Good with usual Sunday 
night soul /Caribbean stylr gospel 1210 
music, in WLW null. fBC-NHJ 

710 CUBA R. Rebelde, 3/8 0554 - Excellent 
over WOR, parallel 670 and 3365. 
[BC-NH] 

730 MEXlCO XEX Mexico Gty OF, 3/11 0405 1320 
- Fair with WGN splash, ranchera 
music, Spanish talk, in briefly. (TJR-
IL] 

800 MEXICO XEROK Gudad 3/ 11 
0445 - Good with CKLW absent, 
reference to El Paso TX, education 
promo,' ad for pain ting firm, 
reference to Chihuahua, Mexican 
ranchera music, ID giving phone 
number, reference to U. S. and 
Mexico, '"Spanglish'" call, '"su musica 1400 
favorita'". [TJR-ILJ 

810 MEXICO XERB Cozumel, 2/14 2002-
2030 - Classical music and play (?), 
ID a t 2030 as '" ... Caribe ..... , good, 1500 
clobbered WGY. [OT-JAM] 

940 MEXICO XEQ Mexico OF, 3/9 0605 -
Good, CBM absent at 0600, fair by 
0605 with WJPC QRM and Mexican 
love music (ml1sica rom<tntica - Jim), 
ID mentioning address and phone 
number, gone by 0613. (TJR-ILJ 

1050 MEXICO XEG Monterrey NL, 3/9 0607 -
Fair with '"La Rancherita de 

LA GRANDE 

Monterrey'" ID, ranchera music. 
[TJR-ILJ 

HAITI 4VRD Port-au-Prince, 2/ 17 
1458-1507 - Music, announcements 
in French, ID as '"Radio Nationale 
Stereo and Radio Nationale FM", 
series of announcements and short 
numbers by a woman singer, man 
speaking French, good, no 
interference. [OT-JAM] 

HAITI 4VRS Port-au-Prince, 2/ 19 1134-
1230 - Roman Catholic church 
service in French with choirs, drums, 
accordions, ID at 1230 as '"Radio 
Soliel'", fair, no interference. [OT-
JAM] 

HONDURAS HRHH Camagueyla, 2/17 
2200-2218 - ID as "Radio Capital", 
"Love Me Tender" with no vocal, LA 
music, fair, over/under WCMD. 
[OT-JAM] 

CUBA UNID 2/24 2032-2051 & 2/25 
0330-0343 - Classical, Oldies, Jazz, 
all with no vocals, woman 
announcer saying something like 
'"Radio Habana'", new?, not listed in 
1992 WRTH. [OT-JAM] (Don, I 
heard WLQY in Hollywood FL with 
a program in Creole at various times 
while in the Dominican Republic, 
maybe this is what you were hearing 
-Jim) 

COLOMBIA, HJAS Barranquilla, 2/3 
0625-0635 - Talk with many ads and 
mentio n of Colo mbia, fair, no 
interference. [OT-JAM] 

UNID 3/8 0630-0710 - Poor but with 
strong fade-ins over WTOP, 
merengue and salsa music with only 
brief interruptions for 
announcements or commercials, has 
been heard the past few nights, rm 
guessing that it's Venezuela as 
conditions for Caribbean reception 
have been steadily improving. [BC-
NH) (R. Dos Mil was indeed the 
steady regular while I was down in 
the Dominican Republic last week -
Jim) 

MEXICO Monterrey NL, 3/11 0509 -
Good, ID '"con la musica bonita esta 
es la ranchera d e Monterrey'", 
ranchera music. [TJR-IL] 
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Pioneer Broadcast Stations in the U. S. 
by Thomas H. White ... June 1, 1992 

Any review of the first U.S. broadcast 
stati ons is complicated by conflicting 
interpretations and claims, plus a scarcity of 
information. This is an overview of the 
pioneer stations granted broadcasting 
autho ri zations, plus a review of the 
government policies in force at the time. 

Establishment of the Broadcast Service 
As with most innovations, there was a lag 

between the development of broadcasting, an d 
formal recognition of its existence by 
government regulators. In the United States, 
beginning in 1912, radio was regulated by the 
Department of Commerce's Bureau of 
Navigation. 

One of the first steps taken by the Bureau, 
as recorded in the September 28, 1912 edition 
o f "Regulntions Governing Rndio 
Co1111111111icntion ·, was to divide land station 
licences into eight classes: 1-Public Service, 2-
Limited Commercial, 3-Experimental, 4-
Technical and Training School, 5-General 
Amateur, 6-Special Amateur, 7-Restricted 
Amateur, and 8-High Power. (The High 
Power class was soon dropped, and its 
stations absorbed into the other categories). 

None of the licence classes included any 
reference lo broadcasting. Thus, in the period 
of b roadcast development and 
experimentation leading to the formal 
adoption of regulations in 1921, s tations 
licenced under a number of classifications 
made experimental broadcas ts. For example, 
among the numerous stations that engaged in 
early broadcast development, KDKA in East 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania h eld a Limited 
Commercial licence; many stations, including 
DeForest's "High Bridge" station, 2XG in New 
York City, and "California Theater" station, 
6XC in San Francisco, plus the American 
Radio and Research Corporation's l XE in 
Medford Hillside, Massachusetts, and Frank 
Conrad's 8XK in Pittsburgh operated under 
Expe rime ntal a utho ri za ti o ns; wh ile 
additional stations, including the University 
of Nebraska's 9YY in Lincoln, had Technical 
and Training School licences. 
. early dabblers in broadcasting, 
mclud mg the Detroi t News' 8MK, held 
General Amateur licences, while KDKA's 
initial November 2, 1920 election broadcast 
actually went out under a temporary Special 
Amateur authorization, 8ZZ. In addition there 
were government sta tions, exempt from 
Commerce Department regulation, including 
AGI, operated by the Army Signal Corps at the 
Presidio in San Francisco, California, and the 
Navy's NOF-NSF, located in Anacostia, D.C. 

Adoption of Broadcast Service Regulations 
On December l ; 1921 the Bureau of 

Navigation formally established standards for 
the first time for a broadcasting service. The 
new regulations were reported in the January 
3, 1922 edition of the Rndio Service 8111/eti11. 
However, instead of creating a new licence 
class, broadcasting was set up as a service 
category within the existing Limited 
Commercial classification. (Broadcasting 
would not become a separate licence until 
radio regulation was transferred to the Fed eral 
Radio Commission in 1927.) The new 
broadcas t service was assigned two 
wavelengths: 360 meters (833 khz) for 
"broadcasting news, concerts and s uch 
matter", and 485 meters (619 khz) for 
"broadcasting crop reports and weather 
forecasts". Thus, depending on the service 
offered, a broadcast station could be licenced 
fo r 360 meters, 485 meters, or for both 
wavelengths. Sta tions us ing the same 
wavelength in the same area had to share time 
in order to avoid interference. Also, a station 
licenced for both wavelengths had to switch 
from one wavelength to the other whenever its 
program fell into another service category. 
(This dual-wavelength setup was dropped in 
May, 1923 when the number of broadcast 
wavelengths was greatly expanded). 

Under the new standards, in order to be 
permitted to make broadcasts intended for the 
general public, a station had to hold a Limited 
Commercial licence, and its licence also had 
to authorize of the broadcast wavelengths. 
Therefore, L1m1ted Commercial stations that 
didn' t have an authorization to use the 
broadcas t waveleng ths, and stations 
operating under other licence classifications, 
no longer were permitted to broadcast to the 
p ublic. (Government stations remained 
exempt from Commerce Department control 
so some continued to make broadcasts). ' 

The Bu reau's introduction of broadcast 
St!rvice standards actually formalized 
developments of the previous two-and-a-half 
months. At the time of the introduction of the 

regula tio ns, nine stations already held 
L1m1ted Commercial licences authorizing the 
use of meters f?r broadcasting purposes. 
l?e existence of this group of stations was a 
side effect of a wavelength assignment request 
made by the Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company. Westinghouse's 
famo u s _KD KA. in Eas t Pittsburg h, 
Pennsylvama was first licenced, as a Limited 
Commercial s tation, on October 27, 1920. 
According to early publicity, KDKA's initial 
broadcasts, through the fall of 1921, went out 
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inspected the proposed apparatus. Next the 
form, including the inspection report plus a 
recommendation on the type of authorization 
that should be issued, was forwarded to the 
Commissioner of Navigation in Washington, 
DC. 

In the case of new stations two distinct 
steps took place. First, when the Form 761 was 
received in Washington the station was 
immediately assigned a call sign, which was 
written a t the top of the form. Later, if 
everything was in order, a licence was issued. 
(If tho! station equipment had not been 
inspected, the licence was issued with the 
notation "provisional".) The time period 
between assigning call letters and issuing a 
licence ranged from immediate action to as 
much as forty days, and acco rding to 
Commerce records was usually in the range of 
one to three days. The assignment of the call 
sign was not considered as establishing a new 
station. Stations were not reported in the 
Radio Service Bulletin until the fi rst operating 
authorization - usually a licence but in a few 
cases a preliminary telephoned or telegraphed 
authorization - was issued. Licence periods 
for broadcasting stations through the early 
twenties ranged from as few as ten days to one 
year, with one year licences the norm for 
grants made until early January, 1922, six 
months the standard during mid-January, 
1922, and three months the norm thereafter. 
Licence renewal was obtained via the 
submission of an updated Form 761 at the 
required intervals. 

A serial licence number was assigned to 
the first licence issued to a given s tation, 
which normally was carried over to later 
licences issued to the station. Occasionally the 
same licence number was accidentally given 
to two different stations. In that case, a "1/2'" 
was added to one of the licence numbers. 
Some mistakes were never caught - according 
to a penciled note WBU"s initial February 21, 
1922 licence was supposed to be numbered 
"299". Instead, it was stamped "219", and this 
number was kept for its later licences. 

Although the above procedures were the 
ones normally used, Commerce files report 
that in a few cases the process was accelerated 
by direct letters, telegrams, and telephone 
conversations between applicants and 
Washington officials. 

Official i =--===- -
NRC Stationery 

Only $5.00 for a 100-sheet 
pack, in black ink. Order to· 
day from NRC Publications. 
NY Residents, please add tax. 

Station Deletions 
Station deletions in the early twenties were 

performed with even less formality and 
consistency than licencing. When a station 
discontinued broadcasting before the end of a 
licence period, the s tation operator could 
return the licence for cancellation. However, it 
appears that in most cases the station owners 
didn"t bother - instead they just let the licences 
expire in due course. Moreover, the lapse of a 
station licence was seen as no more than the 
close of an operating authorization, and rarely 
resulted in immediate deletion from the 
official station lists. Generally a grace period 
was allowed, on the assumption that many 
stations would eventually be relicenced. 

The timespan between the expiration of a 
licence and formal deletion varied greatly, and 
according to Commerce files most stations 
were not removed from the published lists 
until one to six months after their operating 
licences had lapsed. The whole process has a 
d istinct "we'll delete them when we get 
around to it" feel, and appears to have been to 
some degree dependent on the diligence of the 
district Radio Inspectors. Because of the 
flexible dele tion practices, the number of 
stations deleted in a given month is not a 
precise measure of the decline in activity for 
that month, as the licences for many of these 
stations had in fact expired a number of weeks 
or months previously. Likewise, official lists 
of this period invariably include stations no 
longer holding active licences, and merely 
awaiting formal removal. 

Temporary Stations 
One category of broadcasting stations has 

been almost completely undocumented - that 
of temporary grants. These were issued for 
special occasions, usuaily lasting a month or 
less, and were not reported in the Radio 
Seroice 8111/etin . There is little information 
about these grants recorded in the Commerce 
files, a lthough at least seventy were issued in 
the period from January, 1922 to October, 
1928. For temporary g rants made through 
May, 1922, where wavelength information is 
record ed, the wavelength assigned was 
always 360 meters. [Histories for five 
temporary stations operated by educational 
organiza tions can be found in S. E. Frost's 
"Educalions's Own Stations": Bancroft School, 
Haddonfield, NJ (WRAQ); Gardenville High 
School, Gardenville, NY (WGHS); Gettysburg 
College, Gettysburg, PA (WDBG); Milton 
College, Milton, WI (WSAM); and Northern 
State Normal School, Marquette, Ml, (WBI).) 

Listed below are the fifteen stations listed 
in Commerce files as receiving temporary 
grants for the pe.riod through the end of May, 
1922: 
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entered the broadcasting service classification 
by metamorphosis from ano ther service 
category, so their debuts are recorded in the 
"alterations and corrections" lists, rather than 
the new station lists which report the 
appearance of more conventional entrants to 
the service. This alternate route was used by 
three stations in the period through May, 
1922: KQV, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; KDPT, 
San Diego, California; and WRR, Dallas, 
Texas. Third, broadcasting station additions, 
changes, and deletions were not reported in a 
separate category until the July ! , 1922 issue. 
Prior to this date they were intermixed with 
the other classes of "commercial land 
stations", so care must be taken in extracting 
broadcast service in formation. 

The B11 /leti11 was not completely free from 
occasional typographical errors - for example, 
in the January 2, 1922 issue both KJB, Everett, 
Washington and KFL, Seattle, Washington are 

incorrectly lis ted as being broadcast grants, 
and one statjon, WGI (later W ARC), Medford 
Hill side, Massachusetts, seems to have 
disappeared without benefi t of official 
notification. However, overall there were only 
a few minor dis crepancies between 
information contained in the Bulletin, and 
that found in govemment records. 

Another source of licencing information 
proved somewhat more suspect. W. E. 
Downey, Super viso r of Radio at the 
Department of Commerce, appears to have 
regularly provided monthly to tals of 
broadcasting station additions, deletions, and 
outstanding authorizations. As seen in the 
li stin g below there are a number of 
discrepancies, for the period through May, 
1922, between the monthly figures reported by 
Downey, and the information contained in 
Commerce records and the Radio Service 
Bulletin. 

W. E. Downey Figures Resea.rch Figures 

Month New Deleted Increase Total 

192 1 
Sept 3 3 3 
Oct 1 1 4 
Nov 1 1 5 
Dec 23 23 28 

1922 
Jan 8 8 36 
Feb 24 24 60 
Mar 77 77 137 
Apr 76 76 213 
May 97 97 310 

The most troubling fea tu re about the 
Downey figures is the complete absence of 
d eletions. In fact, Downey reports no 
deletions until September of 1922. However, 
review of the Commerce records and the 
Rndio Service B11//eti11 clearly shows that 
fifteen stations were deleted prior to 
September, beginning with two in March. 
Since the Downey figures do not list specific 
stations, the cause of the omissions not clear. 
Finally, the new station totals appearing in 
Gleason Archer"s 

"History of Rndio to 1926" have a readily 
identifiable flaw. These figures are inflated, 
because they actually are the number of new 
"commercial land stations" reported by the 
Rndio Service B11/let i11 . As noted earlier, this 
means the figures erroneously include many 
non-broadcast service grants, and also omit a 
few transfers to the broadcast service that were 
reported in the change lists. 

New Deleted Increase Total 
====== ==== 

4• 4 4 
3 3 7 

2 .. 2 9 
20 20 29 

9 9 38 
23 23 61 
79 2 77 138 
83 83 221 
96 5 91 312 

• inc.ludes WJZ ••includes KDKA 

Broadcast Service List 
Included at the end of this a rticle is a 

chronological list of all broadcasting service 
additions, deletions, and changes that took 
place during the period from October, 1920 
through May, 1922. 

The vast majority of these actions are new 
station grants. Station additions are listed 
chronologically by their initial broadcasting 
authorization date - normally the date of their 
first broadcast service licence. "LIC" refers to 
the standard case where the station"s first 
broadcast authorization was a licence. "TRN" 
denotes stations whose first broadcast licence 
was issued in conjunction with a transfer 
from a prev ious non-broadcas t ser vice 
classification, using the same call sign . "REL" 
refers to the relicencing of a previously deleted 
broadcast station. 

In a few cases an authoriza tion to 
broadcast was made before the sta tion's first 
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the Electric Lighting Supply Compan y's KNX 
[233) in Los Angeles, CA supplanted its earlier 
KGC [14]. Accord ing to my research, 90 of the 
319 entries are listed as surviving to this day, 
although only as 88 different stations - in 
addition to KGC and KNX being essentially 

the same station, WFI (94] and WDAR (286] 
in P hiladelphia were consolidated in 1935, 
and are now WEAZ. Thus, based on the 
research lis t that follows, below are the 88 
United States broadcast s tations that date back 
to May, 1922 and have survived to today: 

Oldest Broadcasting Stations in the United States 
AuthDate Call/Freq City of Licence R esearch Entry 

1. 10/27 / 20 KDKA-1020 Pittsburgh, PA KDKA [l) 
2. 05 /--/21 WABC-770 New York, NY WJZ (2) 
3. 09/ 15/ 21 WBZ-1030 Boston, MA WBZ [3] 
4. 10/13/21 WWJ-950 Detroit, MI WBL [8] 
5. 11 /09/21 KYW-1060 Philadelp hia, PA KYW (9) 
6. 12/07 I 21 KWG-1230 Stockton, CA KWG (10] 
7. 12/08/ 21 KNX-1070 Los Angeles, CA KGC [14] 
8. 12/09/21 KCBS-740 San Francisco, CA KQW (21) 
9. 01/09/22 KQV-1410 Pittsburgh, PA KQV [32] 
10. 01/ 13/22 KUOM-770 Minneapolis, MN WLB [34] 

. 01/13/22 WH A-970 Madison, WI WHA [35] 
12. 02/04/22 WGY-810 Schenectady, NY WGY (40) 
13. 02/ 18/22 WOC-1420 Davenport, IA woe [48] 
14. 02/ 20 /22 WOR-710 New York, NY WOR [49] 
15. 02/21/22 WH K-1420 Oeveland, OH WHK [52] 
16. 02/28/22 KAQQ-590 Spokane, WA KHQ (58] 
17. 03/02 / 22 WLW-700 Cincinnati, OH WLW (62] 
18. 03/09/22 KJR-950 Seattle, WA KJR [64) 
19. 03/ 10/22 KDIA-1310 Oakland, CA KLS [65] 

03/10/22 KWKW-1330 Los Angeles, CA KJS [66] 
03/ 10/22 KLZ-560 Denver, CO KLZ [67] 

22. 03/ 11 /22 KBLX-1400 Berkeley, CA KRE [70] 
23. 03/13/22 KAAM-1310 Dallas, TX WRR (71] 
24. 03/14/22 KUSA-550 Saint Louis, MO KSD [76] 

03/14/22 WGR-550 Buffalo, NY WGR [77) 
03/ 14/22 KGU-760 Honolulu, HI KGU [78] 

27. 03/15/22 WSB-750 Atlanta, GA WSB [82) 
28. 03/ 16/22 WKY-930 Oklahoma City, OK WKY [87) 
29. 03/ 18/22 WEVD-1050 New York, NY WHN [89] 

03/ 18/22 KKHJ-930 Los Angeles, CA KHJ [90) 
03/ 18/22 WBT-1110 Charlotte, NC WBT [92] 
03/18/22 WEAZ-560 Philadelphia, PA WFI [94] 

33. 03/20/22 WIP-610 Philadelphia, PA WIP [96] 
34. 03/21/22 KGW-620 Portland, OR KGW (102) 
35. 03/22/22 KTRH-740 Houston, TX WCM (103) 
36. 03/23/22 WEW-770 Saint Louis, MO WEW (109] 

03/23/22 KMJ-580 Fresno, CA KMJ (111] 
38. 03/28/22 WILL-580 Urbana, IL WRM [124] 
39. 03/29/22 WMAQ-670 Chicago, IL WGU (129] 
40. 03/30/22 KGY-1240 Olympia, WA KGY (133] 

03/30/22 KKM0-1360 Tacoma, WA KMO [135) 
42. 03/31/22 KFI-640 Los Angeles, CA KFI [137] 

03/31/22 WWL-870 New Orleans, LA WWL (140] 
44. 04/05/22 WBAA-920 West Lafayette, IN WBAA [144) 

04/05/22 KKOB-770 Albuquerque, NM KOB (146] 
04/05/22 WRTH-1430 Saint Louis, MO WEB [149] 
04/05/22 WDZ-1050 Decatur, IL WDZ [151 ) 
04/05/22 KMBZ-980 Kansas City, MO WPE [152] 

49. 04/06/22 KKSU-580 Manhattan, KS WTG [159] 
50. 04/07 /22 WJPC-950 Chicago, IL WAAF [160] 
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JJI. • Dave Schmidt 

ir.1.. 'US'lngs P. o. Box 11502 
of the Members Wilmington, DE 19850-1502 

Times are local per Muse; submll double"§Paced 
Thoughts from NRC members ... /be opinions expressed in fbls rolumn are those of tbe indl11idtial writer 

or tbe Natrona/ Radio a ub Inc. 

BILL TOWNSHEND - 4500 CONNECTICUT AVE. NW #901 - WASHINGTON, DC 20008-4376 
• * * * • * • * It ' s been several months since I last MUSED. Most DX has heen 
attempts at various CPC TESTS. I ' m batting in the .\SO to .?OO range, some of the 
stations testing I have hea r d hefore, so they are unneeded . on Sat. 7/6, a WADXA 
GTG vas hos ted by Arlene Luskin at her Silver Spring, HD pad just outside the 
beltway s urrounding DX with 20 attending. Severa l events which are too complic-
ated for mention here forced the mainly SWL WADXA into rior mancy (it was not dead 
by any mea ns) for the last 1 years. I may DX this summe r with 9khz spacing he-
tween channels as I ' ve already hooked For a cruise down the Danuhe River f rom Aus-
tria to thn ann to on the and Rosporus St rai t 
seperat ing Asia f rom Europe. The c r uise wilt he ln mid-summer (late July/early 
Augu s t, a favorite time to he away from the ratraco). This wi n ter has heen Fair-
ly open with only l snowfall to amount to anything ( 3 inchs on ?/76) hut it was 
different ld years ago last month when we got clobbered with \7 inches, the hig-
gest I ' ve seen here . I was using my trusty TRF model as my main rig at the 
time. Time for SP. CUN 21, 28 or whenever. 11\ (octal for & Good DX' 

ERNEST J . WESOLOWSKI - 13312 WESTWOOD LANE - OMAHA, NE 68144-3543 
* • • • * • • • • • • Before leaving o n my car trip to FL, I vanted to mention 
the MN DXpedition on 2/13 near Fairabult. To compai r HN92 and the NE93 DXpedition. 
well, conditions at HN9 3 wer e not as great . However, I did catch 34 states/prov-
inces. Canadians were not so prevelent this time. There were LW's all over the 
place. A problem with noise appeared on 4 antennas were grounded in the lake and, 
for some reason, distortion and hum were noted all over the dial. When the term-
inating grounds wer e pulled out of the lalce and j ust laid on the ground, the prob-
lem wa s s olved . So, don ' t terminate antennas at the same point. No resistor was 
used, maybe that ' s the problem. Leaving soon to visit NRCe rs WALT BREVTLLE in St . 
Louis and TOH BRYANT at WSH. Then STEVE FRANCIS will join me in TN and HIKE LANT7. 
will meet us in Orlando and all drive to Miami. Plan to visit CNN in Atlanta & 
be on Locally, we have 6 country stations in Omaha. J plan to watch 

tie t he in Minneapolis on d/?d, Pinal\y, got my 
slides oF radio stations put on videotape. Will see you in ENFIELD in Sept. ! 

Also planning IRCA ' s P.illinqs HT convention the last weekend in June. 

JEFF COHEN (NIACO) - KENSINGTON DRIVE - SANDWTCH, HA 
• • • • • • It's been o r so years so a re-in tro is in order. T just rejoined 
the NRC last year and haven't DXed in 10 years or so , hut I got the b ug and T 'm 
glad I did ! New DX has been rewarding. I have been in cahle TV 12 years, the 
last 7 as technical manager. Cable took us from Saugas, HA to Chicago to Scitu-
ate , HA to LA to Cape Cod to NH and now back to the Cape again . r am currently 
using j ust a DX400 barefoot , but I plan to do some shopping at Deerfield next ye-
ar. Also, I have a TRF that needs work, I replaced a transistor and have had tr-
ouble regai ning the performance, anyone fix these? Recent DX TESTS the 
WHT-600 test on 1/31 barely audible with high pitched cw. WANH test 2/6 under CBA 
until sign off with code !D's. KLEE test in with bits of code under W7.RC & CKDX . 
KAAH-1310 test surprisingly clear with code and voice ID 's at the very start, let-
ter said the tone p itch was too high for some sensitive receivers. WWCC-\590 on 
2/13 in easily with code I D' s i nc l uding the city . KBOA-830 in well with code I Ds 
including city, and last WWJ7.-640 & WKTX-830 Tests , both in strong here. 
2/27-3/l produced several hets here, on 1520, 1540, 1430, 1000 , 890 & 640 
so when J checked the r ecent DX NEWS article , I could imagine what most of them 
were. t wa s able to hear l\rahic audio on 152J at 0:15PM 2/27 & on 3/1, I heard 
German on with 10 minutes of armchai r copy. Seeveral ads, includi ng o n e fo r 
the Jimmy Hoffa story on cahle! Also on 3/1 I heard l i ke German on un-
der WCKY (I ' m new to TA's so I don't know what some of these are). T met 
a CE recently who is anxious to do a test for the NRC, info has heen to 
the CPC . So that's it from heautHu l. Cape COd ! Nice to ':>e back I (And vo' re in-
deed to have you ' in the fold' with us Jeff, and we 'll forward to hear-
ing from you with your OX doings from the Cape !-DWS) 

STEPHEN H. PONDER - P 0 BOX 589dl - HOUSTON, TX 77?58-09d l 
• • • • • • Greetings again from the great state of TX! It's heen quite a 

while since my last and many things have happened since that time. On a sad 
note, my father passed away this past JUne. I am to state that it was my 
father who fi r s t me to DXing. we bu ilt my first receiver together (a 
Heathkit GClA "Mohican•) vay back in 19621 He vas also the one vho he lped me sta-
rt my collection of Zenith radios (he 11as a service manager for a Zenith Distrih-
utor) . Hy mother & I will certainly miss him . On a much happier note, r have fin-
nally joined the ranks of bei n g a "Dad", my wife and I adopted 2 precious gi r ls, 
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